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InWroTucWion 
 
 
On  WUe  face  of  iWH  iW  migUW  Veem  WUaW  everXWUing  WUaW  WUere  iV  Wo  know  
abouW error correcWionH be iW proviTeT in WUe oral or wriWWen moTeH 
VUoulT Uave alreaTX been uncovereT anT WUere VUoulT be a VoliT baViV 
for feaVible guiTelineV for WeacUerV WUaW woulT clearlX Well WUem wUeWUer 
or noW Wo reacW Wo a learner’V ill-formeT uWWerance or VenWence in a par-
Wicular conWexWH wUen anT Uow VucU feeTback VUoulT be VupplieTH anT 
wUo VUoulT be reVponVible for WUe correcWion. An aVVumpWion of WUiV kinT 
woulT be fullX  warranWeT in  view of  WUe facW  WUaW  error  WreaWmenW  iV  of  
immeTiaWe concern anT relevance Wo boWU WeacUerVH WUeoriVWV anT re-
VearcUerV. TUereforeH iW conVWiWuWeV an area wUere WUe inWereVWV of WUeVe 
groupV of profeVVionalV coulT be reconcileT anT WUe exiVWing gap be-
Wween WUe pracWical worlT of WUe claVVroomH wiWU all iWV exigencieV anT 
unpreTicWabiliWXH anT WUe VcienWific worlT of WUe acaTemiaH wiWU all iWV 
rigorouV requiremenWVH coulT VucceVVfullX be briTgeT. PUen iW comeV Wo 
pracWiWionerVH WUe neeT Wo effecWivelX reVponT Wo learnerV’ errorV can be 
regarTeT aV parW anT parcel of WUeir jobVH Vince inaccuraWe Vpoken anT 
wriWWen ouWpuW iV bounT Wo appear in Uuge quanWiWieV in moVW inVWruc-
Wional VeWWingV anT WUe abiliWX Wo UanTle iW in WUe moVW beneficial waX iV 
wiWUouW ToubW an imporWanW WeacUing Vkill. On WUe oWUer UanTH WUe inveV-
WigaWion of WUe role of correcWive feeTback anT WUe efficacX of Vpecific 
correcWive WecUniqueV iV an exWremelX promiVing line of empirical inquirXH 
mainlX becauVe iW iV a ferWile WeVWing grounT for verifXing WUe WUeoreWical 
claimV regarTing WUe overall conWribuWion of form-focuVeT inVWrucWionH 
WUe value of expliciW anT impliciW WecUniqueVH WUe uWiliWX of inpuW-baVeT 
anT ouWpuW-orienWeT opWionVH WUe neeT for enVuring learner engagemenWH 
or WUe cUallenge of creaWing opWimal relevance Turing language leVVonV.  

In realiWXH UoweverH WUe belief WUaW WUe area of correcWive feeTback no 
longer  UolTV  anX  VecreWV  Vince  all  iWV  aVpecWV  Uave  been  WUorougUlX  re-
VearcUeT anT WeacUerV are well prepareT Wo TiVpenVe iWH coulT noW be furWUer 
from WUe WruWUH aV iV eviTenceT bX even a curVorX overview of WUe relevanW 
liWeraWure. In WUe firVW placeH WUe iVVue of error correcWion iV noW uVuallX ac-
corTeT mucU Vpace in popular meWUoTologX courVebookV for proVpecWive 



 

8 

anT pracWicing WeacUerVH anT wUen relevanW cUapWerV or VecWionV To appearH 
iW iV WXpicallX WoucUeT upon from a verX general perVpecWive wiWUouW recogni-
Wion WUaW iW iV an inWegral parW of WUe proceVV of WeacUing language formV. 
SeconTlXH alWUougU WUe amounW of reVearcU inWo WUe conWribuWion of correc-
Wive feeTbackH parWicularlX VucU Trawing upon Long’V (1996) iTea of focuV on 
formH iV inTeeT overwUelmingH wUicU iV viVible in WUe numerouV paperV Te-
voWeT Wo WUiV Wopic appearing in refereeT journalV anT eTiWeT collecWionVH 
WUere are fewH if anXH book-lengWU publicaWionV WUaW woulT aWWempW Wo offer a 
compreUenVive accounW of WUiV faVcinaWing TomainH eVpeciallX VucU WUaW 
woulT cover  boWU oral  anT wriWWen correcWion anT WreaW  WUe inVigUWV  VWem-
ming from WUeoreWical poViWionV anT reVearcU finTingV aV a baViV for making 
concreWeH VounTH pracWicable anT conWexW-VenViWive recommenTaWionV for 
everXTaX claVVroom pracWice. TUiV commenW applieV in equal meaVure Wo WUe 
PoliVU  conWexWH  wUere  WUe  perWinenW  monograpUV  are  WUoVe  bX  ArabVki  
(1979) anT RXberW (1999)H aV well aV WUe inWernaWional arenaH wUere WUe pub-
licaWionV  bX  NTge  (1989)H  ŁarWram  anT  PalWon  (1991)H  JameV  (1998)  anT  
SUeen (2010b) can be founT. TUe problem iVH UoweverH WUaW wUile WUeVe 
volumeV Uave conViTerablX conWribuWeT Wo exWenTing our knowleTge baVeH 
Vome of WUem are VomewUaW TaWeT anT cannoW poVViblX give juVWice Wo WUe 
laWeVW TevelopmenWV in WUe fielT of reVearcU on correcWive feeTbackH oWUerV 
focuV  more  on  WUe  naWure  of  error  anT  iWV  role  in  WUe  proceVV  of  
inWerlanguage TevelopmenW WUan WUe WreaWmenW of incorrecW formVH anT 
oWUerV  XeW  are  purelX  peTagogicallX  orienWeTH  VomeWimeV  Wo  WUe  poinW  of  
overVimplificaWion. In aTTiWionH WUeX are ofWen limiWeT Wo WUe TiVcuVVion of 
oral correcWive feeTback or TiVmallX fail Wo aTequaWelX explore WUe poVVible 
WeacUing implicaWionV aV well aV Wo poinW Wo TirecWionV for fuWure empirical 
inveVWigaWionV. TUiV unforWunaWe pauciWX of relevanW publicaWionV iV UigUlX 
TiVconcerWing aV iW leaTV Wo inVufficienW TiVVeminaWion of WUe laWeVW reVearcU 
finTingV  in  a  manner  WUaW  woulT  be  approacUable  Wo  WeacUerVH  wUicUH  in  
WurnH reVulWV in miVconcepWionV concerning WUe neeT for correcWive feeTback 
anT WUe waXV in wUicU iW VUoulT moVW profiWablX be proviTeT.  

TUe main aim of WUe preVenW work iV Wo fill WUe exiVWing gap anT TiVpel 
Vome of WUe mXWUV VurrounTing WUe place of oral anT wriWWen error correc-
Wion in language eTucaWion bX proviTing an exUauVWive anT up-Wo-TaWe ac-
counW of iVVueV involveT in WUiV areaH Waking WUe VWance WUaW WUe proviVion of 
correcWive feeTback conVWiWuWeV an inWegral parW of form-focuVeT inVWrucWion. 
TUiV  accounW  placeV  an equal  empUaViV  on WUe relevanW  WUeoreWical  claimVH  
WUe moVW recenW reVearcU finTingV anT everXTaX peTagogical concernVH par-
WicularlX aV WUeX applX Wo WUe WeacUing of aTTiWional languageV in WUe foreign 
language VeWWingH wUere WUe amounW of in- anT ouW-of-claVV expoVure iV VWill 
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reVWricWeT. To WUiV enTH WUe book conViVWV of four cUapWerVH eacU Tealing wiWU 
a TifferenW aVpecW of oral anT wriWWen error correcWionH buW alVo relaWeT Wo 
WUe remaining oneVH WUerebX WeVWifXing Wo WUe acuWe neeT Wo forge linkV be-
Wween WUeorXH reVearcU anT peTagogX wiWU reVpecW Wo WUiV crucial Tomain. 
CUapWer  OneH  wUicU  iV  meanW  aV  an  overview  of  WUe  keX  iVVueV  relaWeT  Wo  
correcWive feeTbackH focuVeV on WUe TefiniWionV of error anT error correcWion 
aTopWeT for WUe purpoVe of WUiV workH WUe imporWance of error correcWion in 
WUe language claVVroomH WUe evoluWion WUaW WUe percepWionV of iWV conWribu-
WionV Wo language learning Uave unTergone over WimeH WUe viWal TiVWincWionV 
beWween expliciW anT impliciW learningH knowleTgeH anT inVWrucWionH anT WUe 
place of error correcWion in claVVificaWionV of WecUniqueV anT proceTureV WUaW 
can be emploXeT in  WeacUing language formV.  CUapWer  TwoH  in  WurnH  iV  in-
WenTeT Wo  make a  VWrong caVe for  WUe faciliWaWive  role  of  WUe WreaWmenW  of  
learner errorV in language peTagogX bX conViTering WUe requiremenWV for 
VucceVVful language acquiViWionH preVenWing WUe argumenWV WUaW Uave been 
aTvanceT againVW reacWive negaWive eviTenceH anT WUen offering a convincing 
raWionale for WUe proviVion of correcWive feeTback on boWU WUeoreWicalH em-
pirical anT peTagogical grounTV. TUe focuV of aWWenWion in CUapWer TUree iV 
on WUe peTagogical cUoiceV WUaW WeacUerV Uave aW WUeir TiVpoVal wUen con-
TucWing oral anT wriWWen error correcWion. IW openV wiWU WUe TiVcuVVion of WUe 
poWenWial conWribuWionV of peTagogical inWervenWion of WUiV kinT Wo WUe Te-
velopmenW of expliciW anT impliciW VeconT language knowleTgeH wUicU iV 
followeT bX a compariVon of WUe naWure of correcWive feeTback in Vpeaking 
anT wriWingH WUe conViTeraWion of WUe role WUaW error correcWion can plaX in 
WUe curriculum anT leVVon planningH anTH finallXH a WUorougU preVenWaWion of 
WUe TeciVion-making proceVV WUaW pracWiWionerV are confronWeT wiWU wUen 
reVponTing Wo learnerV’ errorVH or WUe WargeWH WimingH manner anT Vource of 
correcWion.  A  VeparaWe VecWion iV  TevoWeT Wo  WUe TiVcuVVion of  WUe waXV  in  
wUicU compuWerV can be UarneVVeT for WUe purpoVe of proviTing correcWive 
feeTback in recogniWion of WUe facW WUaW WUe role of new WecUnologieV in WUiV 
area iV likelX Wo grow VignificanWlX in WUe foreVeeable fuWure. In CUapWer FourH 
WUe empUaViV iV VUifWeT Wo empirical inveVWigaWionV of oral anT wriWWen error 
correcWion bX firVW ouWlining a framework for conTucWing anT VXnWUeViYing 
VucU reVearcUH anT VubVequenWlX TiVcuVVing iWV meWUoTologX anT main finT-
ingV wiWU reVpecW Wo WUe effecWiveneVV of Vpecific feeTback opWionVH WUe influ-
ence of meTiaWing variableVH aV well aV WUe naWure of learner engagemenW. 
FinallXH  WUe  concluVion  offerV  a  VummarX  of  WUe  moVW  imporWanW  poinWV  
WoucUeT upon WUrougUouW WUe bookH proviTeV a VeW of peTagogical propoValV 
anT conViTerV WUe poVVible goalV of fuWure reVearcU enTeavorV anT WUe waXV 
in wUicU WUeVe can moVW effecWivelX be purVueT. 
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Several imporWanW clarificaWionV are alVo in orTer wiWU reVpecW Wo 
WUe WiWle of WUe preVenW volumeH WUe WerminologX iW emploXVH anT WUe 
auTienceV for wUicU iW iV inWenTeT. AlWUougU WUiV iVVue iV conViTereT aW 
greaWer lengWU in CUapWer OneH iW VUoulT be explaineT aW WUiV poinW WUaW 
WUe Werm error iV uVeT Uere in a verX general VenVe Wo refer Wo anX infelic-
iWouV language uVe anT iV WUuV regarTeT aV a VXnonXm of WUe Werm miV-
WakeH wUile WUe Werm error correcWion iV applieT in WUe Vame VenVe aV cor-
recWive feeTback aV well aV a number of oWUer expreVVionV WUaW can be 
Trawn upon Wo TeVcribe WeacUerV’ reVponVe Wo learnerV’ inaccuraWe Vpo-
ken anT wriWWen ouWpuW. AnoWUer qualificaWion iV WUaW wUile WUe book iV 
primarilX aimeT Wo enUance WUe effecWiveneVV of WeacUerV’ correcWive 
pracWiceV in WUe foreign language conWexWH WUe WermV foreign anT VeconT 
are uVeT inWercUangeablX unleVV expliciWlX VWaWeT oWUerwiVeH anT WUe 
VWuTieV invokeT in WUe four cUapWerV Uave been conTucWeT in verX Tiffer-
enW inVWrucWional VeWWingV. ŁX WUe Vame WokenH no WUeoreWical unTerWoneV 
are inWenTeT WUrougU WUe uVe of WUe WermV acquiViWion anT learningH wiWU 
WUe excepWion of caVeV in wUicU WUeX are TiVcuVVeT wiWUin WUe framework 
of  OraVUen’V  (1981H  1982H  1985)  MoniWor  MoTel.  IW  VUoulT  alVo  be  em-
pUaViYeT WUaW WUe pUraVe foreign language claVVroomH aV iW iV uVeT in WUe 
WiWleH VUoulT noW be unTerVWooT liWerallX aV WUe pUXVical Vpace in wUicU 
leVVonV are conTucWeTH buWH raWUerH inWerpreWeT more meWapUoricallXH aV 
TeVcribing WUe wUole proceVV of language eTucaWion. In effecWH WUe con-
cepW of error correcWion iV noW meanW Wo be confineT onlX Wo ViWuaWionV in 
wUicU WeacUerV reVponT Wo learnerV’ inaccuraWe language uVe in VpeecU 
or wriWing in WUe courVe of claVVroom inWeracWionH buW alVo incluTeV ViWua-
WionV  in  wUicU VucU feeTback iV  TelivereT aW  a  laWer  WimeH  aV  iV  WXpicallX  
WUe  caVe  wiWU  WUe  marking  of  wriWWen  aVVignmenWVH  or  iW  iV  meTiaWeT  
WUrougU WUe uVe of WecUnologXH aV wUen WeacUerV anT learnerV communi-
caWe wiWU WUe Uelp of compuWer VofWware. FinallXH aV regarTV WUe poWen-
Wial recipienWV of WUiV bookH iW iV enviVageT WUaW iW will be of relevance anT 
Vignificance noW onlX Wo VpecialiVWV in WUe fielT of VeconT language acqui-
ViWionH buW alVo Wo graTuaWe anT TocWoral VWuTenWV carrXing ouW reVearcU 
in WUe area of form-focuVeT inVWrucWion anT error correcWion. ManX parWV 
of WUiV volumeH parWicularlX WUe TiVcuVVion of peTagogical opWionV incluT-
eT in CUapWer TUreeH will alVo be of conViTerable inWereVW anT uWiliWX Wo 
WeacUerV of foreign languageV aW TifferenW eTucaWional levelVH wiVUing Wo 
augmenW WUe qualiWX anT efficacX of WUe oral anT wriWWen correcWive feeT-
back WUeX proviTe on WUeir learnerV’ inaccuraWe language uVe. 

  


